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own peculiarities; and each, set must be explained on its
own merits.

In our detail of the cyclonic variation of cloud, in
England, we pointed out that the diurnal variation does
' not alter the general character of the sky or cloud, or we
might say of the weather as a whole. The same great
principle holds for every other shape of isobars and for
every other climate. The diurnal variation of rain in
Calcutta during the rainy season is enormous, but at all
hours the general character of the south-west monsoon is
always the same. Similarly, during the cold weather of
the north-east monsoon the diurnal variation is only a
modification, not a real change of weather,

DIURNAL WIND.

In our chapter on Meteograms we have partially
explained the general idea of diurnal wind-variation, but
we now wish to give some additional developments of the
subject.

DIURNAL VELOCITY.

The commonest feature of diurnal wind in most places,
temperate as well as tropical, is an increase of the velocity
from daybreak to about 2 p.m., and then a decrease to
its lowest point about 4 a.m, Besides this, there is in
many places a smaller series of variations whose turning
points ocQur about the same time as the maxima and
minima, of diurnal pressure. For instance, in Great
Britain, the principal maximum is about 2 p,m., and the-
principal minimum about 4 a.in. But in addition to this,